PRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION

citizens along the highest possible lines. That
public policy regarding religion should be
adopted which, in the end, will best promote
the social welfare of the community, and that,
as has been said before, will depend upon
local circumstances in nearly every case. The
probability is, that while state churches are not
best for us, they may be best in some other
countries.

I recall that, as a student in Germany, I
visited at times the normal schools and talked
with the scholars. Generally speaking, they
enjoyed their lessons in religion as little as any
of their studies. They found it tiresome daily to
commit to memory hymns and phrases from the
Bible to repeat to the teachers, and they dreaded
the hour. If this were the result of a state religion
or of a state teaching religion, the effect would
surely bebad; but quite possibly this may simply
have been the result of a poor method of plan-
ning the teaching of religion and not the result
of the state's activity.

Many countries have a state church and are
satisfied with it. It has not seemed with us